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I . Best Practice : AGROPARK 

 

➢ The main objectives of this initiative are:  

○ To preserve the ecology of the campus through environment-friendly practices.  

○ To promote organic farming practices and agroforestry within the campus.  

○ To turn the barren unused land of the college into productive land.  

○ To raise awareness about the significance of farming in mitigating the global food 

crisis. 

○ To offer the students hands-on training on various agriculture options such as crop 

farming, pisciculture, bee farming, etc. 

The initiative has provided the students with an opportunity to learn more about the 

environment they live in. They are also gifted with practical knowledge of how to care for 

and nurture the vegetation and other life forms. The link for the activities are shared in 

youtube  ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjArMoMCF4U). 

THE CONTEXT: The initiative of AGROPARK was set up initially to utilise the vast amount of 

land that was available in the institution. The diligence of the NSS, NCC, Nature Club, 

Bhoomitrasena and the other clubs successfully transformed the land into cultivable areas. Thus 

the area around campus was divided and transformed into mini-projects like the Pocket Gardens, 

Weedless farming, Miyawaki Forest, and Blue Serene. Other initiatives like Elixir and a cow were 

also adopted later. In the post-covid scenario, the college ramped up the AGROPARK initiative to 

provide a helping hand for the people who were struggling to overcome the ravages of the 

pandemic. The state of Kerala has always been well-known for its agrarian society, pleasant 

climate and cleanliness. However, in the past few years due to global changes in climate and varied 

lifestyles of people, the pattern of food & agriculture has completely changed along with increased 

rates of diseases and deteriorated living conditions. The post-Covid food scarcity added to this 

issue. The NSS, NCC, Nature club and Bhoomitrasena along with the support of all the 

departments and the Local government thus organized diverse programmes such as 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjArMoMCF4U
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Vanamaholsavam, Thanalorukkam Vilavedukkam, Green Energy, etc. These activities also fall 

under the AGROPARK initiative.  

THE PRACTICE: Under the AGROPARK initiative, the college grounds have been efficiently 

utilised for the cultivation of many crops. Upland paddy is the major crop cultivated along with 

corn and small-scale horticulture. The college also practices weedless farming which provides 

some of the best organic products. Apart from land cultivation, one of the most popular initiatives 

under AGROPARK is Blue Serene. ‘Blue Serene’ is the pisciculture initiative of the college, that 

was set up with the aim of providing students hands-on training on how to breed fish in 

commercially viable ways. ‘Elixir’ was likewise initiated to familiarise students with the 

possibilities of bee-keeping and the profitable nature of the endeavour. The college has also hosted 

many programmes under the initiative. One of these was an initiative to set up a mini forest under 

the “Vanamaholsavam” programme where the NSS unit, Nature club and ‘BhoomithraSena’ in 

association with the Kerala State Forest Department planted tree saplings within the span of the 

college. This programme was inaugurated by Honourable Minister (Forest & Wildlife), Sri. A K 

Saseendran. The NSS unit and Nature Club in association with the “Thanalorukkam 

Vilavedukkam” Programme of City Police planted fifty cashew saplings on the campus. Another 

activity conducted by the Nature club is the cultivation of Black Gram and Tapioca in association 

with the Subhiksha Keralam Project of the Kerala Government, the Agriculture Department, NSS 

and the Staff Association of our college. The inauguration of the program was held on August 17 

by the famous actor cum MLA Mukesh. MLA Jayalal also presided over the function. Apart from 

these, a plastic-free campus, proper solid waste management practices, energy saving measures 

such as the use of LED bulbs, installation of solar panels etc are followed in the college.  

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS: Owing to the hardwork and diligence of the students and the various 

clubs engaged in the AGROPARK initiative, the initiative has slowly grown to envelop new 

projects and innovative cultivation practices. All the projects that fall under the initiative are cared 

for and nurtured by the students and staff. The good quality crops which were harvested from the 

land and the healthy fish and honeybees prove that the diligence of our students has paid off. Some 

of these final products are even sold in the nearby cooperative society markets. The resounding 

success of the AGROPARK initiative is thus evident. The programme also brought a 

transformation in the attitude of the students as they became more environmentally conscious, with 

some even turning to farming practices as a source of income. 
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PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND RESOURCES REQUIRED: With every innovative idea 

comes its own set of challenges. In the case of the AGROPARK initiative, the most daunting 

challenge was the expense to convert the barren land of the institution into arable land. With 

meticulous planning and teamwork, this was eventually overcome. The next big challenge was the 

busy academic schedule of the students and teachers. It was a challenge to find time amidst the 

busy university schedule to tend to the projects that came under AGROPARK. Farming practices 

require consistent care and constant attention. A lapse in this regard could lead to the initial efforts 

being wasted. However the students and teachers came together to find time for these activities 

and succeeded in balancing out their academic commitments with their extracurricular activities. 

AGROPARK is an inexhaustible platter that consists of a number of initiatives like ‘Miyawaki 

forest’, ‘ 

➢ Pocket Garden’ (Cultivation on Campus Area) 

➢ ‘Elixir’(Bee Farming),  

➢ ‘Blue Serene’ (Pisciculture) 

➢ Miyawaki forest 

➢ Weedless Farming 

➢ Others 
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1. Pocket Gardens 

Under the AGROPARK initiative, the area around campus has been efficiently utilised for 

the cultivation of many crops. Different parts of the campus are dedicated to different crops and 

these are called our Pocket Gardens. Among the many crops cultivated, upland paddy is the main 

crop.  

 

      Senior students guiding their juniors on how to use the equipment. 
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Students involved in farming activities 
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Banana Cultivation 



9 
 

 

Fresh Produce from the pocket gardens 

 

The following are some of the agriculture-related activities that took place around the 

campus; 

● Distribution of Fresh Produce to the Adopted Villages 

Every year as Onam arrives, the students get together to harvest many of the crops 

from the campus Pocket Gardens. The fresh produce is then distributed to people 

from the adopted villages. 
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Fresh produce being distributed by the Principal and the NSS Programme Officer 

 

● VANAMAHOLSAVAM (July 7, 2021)  

As a part of ‘VanaMaholsavam’ 2021, Chathannoor SN College along with the NSS unit, 

Nature club ‘BhoomiMithraSena’ and the forest department, together initiated and 

celebrated the same by planting tree saplings all around the college campus province. The 

programme was inaugurated by Honourable Minister Sri. A K Saseendran and MLA   Sri. G 

S Jayalal presided over the meeting. College Principal Dr M S Latha welcomed the 

gathering. Chief Forest Conservator, Southern Circle, Kollam Sri. Sanjay Kumar, 

Chirakkara Panchayat President Smt. C Susheela Devi and many more distinguished guests 

were present. 
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                      Brochure for the inauguration of VANAMAHOLSAVAM 2021 
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      Newspaper report on the award conferred on the institution by the Forest Department 

 

 

(Students collecting vegetables from the vegetable garden in the college) 
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A certificate certifying that our college is a Recognized Social Entrepreneurship, 

Swachhta And Rural Engagement Cell [SES REC] Institution 

 

Crops cultivated on the campus 
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MLA Mukesh inaugurating the program conducted by Nature Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kutti Payar Harvest inauguration by Agriculture Minister Sunil Kumar 
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Turmeric harvest in college 

 

Turmeric harvest in college 
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Tapioca harvesting and powdering to flour for selling 
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2. Elixir 

‘Elixir’ is the bee-keeping project that falls under the AGROPARK initiative.  Bee-keeping or 

bee farming is the practice of managing honey bees in man-made hives for their products. Bee 

farming requires a certain amount of training, but once the training has been given, it is a highly 

profitable trade. It can be a source of income or a hobby. The bee farm in campus has attracted 

many curious students to learn about it. The students are given hands-on training and they are 

made aware of the endless opportunity of this trade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students with the beehives 
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3. Miyawaki Forest 

The Miyawaki method of growing dense forests on small areas of land was developed by the 

Japanese botanist and ecologist Akira Miyawaki. This method enabled us to produce a naturally 

biodiverse forest in the campus using limited space. In any urban area there is a shortage of space 

that makes it hard to plant trees or desirable plants. But the Miyawaki method of planting creates 

a dense forest in a limited space that can have positive effects on the ecosystem of the place. The 

campus’ very own Miyawaki forest is a prime example of this. 

 

 

 

The Miyawaki Forest on campus 
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4. Blue Serene 

The ‘Blue Serene’ is the pisciculture project that falls under the AGROPARK initiative. 

The objective of the project was to commercially breed fish in an artificial pond. The 

students are given hands-on training on how to feed the fish and ensure their health. The 

commercial viability of the project has even encouraged some students to consider it as a 

future source of income.  

 

 

The artificial fish pond on campus 
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Teachers and students working on the artificial fish pond on campus 
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Teachers and students working on the artificial fish pond on campus 
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           Students working on the artificial fish pond on campus 
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5. Weedless Farming 

The weedless farming project was initiated to introduce the students to a chemical free farming 

technique. As the occurrence or growth of weeds are controlled in this type of farming, there is 

no need to use chemicals to prevent weeds from growing. The absence of weeds means that the 

crops do not have to compete for nourishment and thus thrive with this technique. The healthy, 

organic produce from this farm are tended to by the students and harvested at the right time to 

distribute to students, staff or the people who live near the campus. 
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Students working on the weedless farm 
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Students working on the weedless farm 
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A student picking produce from the weedless farm 

6. Others activities 

In addition to these initiatives, the college also owns a cow. The cow is tended to and fed 

regularly. It is also a source for the dairy product requirement of the girls hostel on the campus. 

 

                                   Our cow with her caretaker 
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II. WE-CARE - EMBRACING HUMANITY 

The college came up with the initiative of We-Care to inculcate humanitarian principles like 

sharing and caring. The many programmes that fall under the We-Care initiative encourage the 

students to have compassion for the less fortunate among us and instill a love for fellow beings. 

The following are some of the programmes conducted under this initiative. 

 

1. Pothi Choru 

‘Pothi Choru’ (Food Packet) is an initiative that was aimed at helping the students are who are 

socio-economically backward. The primary reason for poor performance among these students was 

their preoccupation with their financial and subsequent emotional struggles. As a result of their 

financial backwardness, the families of these students were seen to experience food shortages and 

other challenges. We-Care intervened and organised a programme whereby the socio-economically 

well-off students bring homely food for their classmates who are in need.  

Sample of registration for “Pothichoru” 
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2. Distribution of Menstrual Cups and Pads 

The NSS unit of the institution came up with the idea of distributing menstrual cups and 

pads to the women from the adopted villages. The programme was organised under the We-Care 

initiative and carried out under the supervision of the NSS Programme Officers. The NSS 

volunteers stressed upon the significance of menstrual hygiene and distributed both menstrual cups 

and pads.  
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Sample list of students for sanitary napkin registration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



33 
 

3. Old Age Home Visit 

Under the supervision of the Women Cell, the students visited the Old Age Home at St Vincent 

Perumpuzha on 10, March 2020. The students distributed lunch to all inmates and spend some 

time interacting with them. The idea was to sensitise the students to the hardships of the geriatric 

population.  

 

 

 

 

(Lunch distribution) 
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(Community Visit @ St Vincent Old age home, Kollam) 
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4. Production of Hand Sanitizer 

During the period of the initial covid outbreak, an upsurge of positive cases with its bustling 

impact started reporting from March 2020 onwards. For reducing the transmission risk, continual 

alerts were given by the medical experts to ensure social distancing, and the health department 

mandated the use of sanitisers and masks. The rapid spread of the pandemic and the resultant 

increase in demand for medical requisites resulted in the scarcity of medical essentials like sanitisers 

and masks. At this phase our government started ramping up sanitiser production. Keeping this in 

mind and as an extension activity, the Department of Chemistry, Sree Narayana College Chathannur 

has volunteered the mission of preparing hand sanitisers in our chemistry lab and prepared 5 Liters 

of sanitiser on 18/03/2020. The hand sanitiser was prepared by using the ingredients such as  

Isopropyl alcohol, aloe vera gel, hydrogen peroxide, glycerol, and a few drops of lavender oil.  

Faculties and students of the department conjointly acted for this mission and distributed the 

prepared hand sanitisers in 100 mL spray bottles to Chathannur KSRTC Bus station, auto stand and 

to a nearby locale, 30 such bottles were doled out in phases outside the college and about 2 Liters 

were used up in college itself. 

 

 

The Chemistry Department presenting the sanitiser to the Principal. 
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Teachers involved in the production of the sanitiser 

5. One Day One Rupee Project  

The NSS unit organised the One Day One Rupee Project to aid economically backward 

students. As the name of the project suggests, one rupee was collected from each student, and study 

materials were purchased with the total amount. These were then distributed to financially backward 

students from the adopted village. 
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                      Supplying Study Materials For Financially Backward Students 
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6. Awareness Programmes 

a) on the Novel Coronavirus 

An awareness programme on the outbreak of novel coronavirus for the society was 

executed by the department. About 10 students from the first year accompanied by 2 tutors, 

Dr Vidhya R V and Dr Soumyamol S, visited the nearby households on 03-02-2020. 

 

   Students visiting households to spread awareness about Coronavirus 

 

b) on “Tobacco Abuse” 

NSS unit of Sree Narayana College, Chathannur in association with the National health 

mission Kollam and District Medical office organized an awareness class on “Tobacco Abuse“ on 20 

December 2021. Kalakkode health inspector Sri. Baiju R and retired excise officer and de-addiction 

councillor C B Vijayakumar handled the sessions.  Principal in charge Binoy S presided over the 

meeting, Programme Officers Rasmi Kundancheri and Nisha TV delivered the the welcome speech 

and the vote of thanks for the programme. Palliative care coordinator Jency and Kalakkode health 

supervisor Mr Roni were also present in the programme. 
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Brochure for the Awareness Programme on “Tobacco Abuse” 
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Awareness session on progress 

 

 Newspaper Report on the Awareness Programme on “Tobacco Abuse” 
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7. Blood Donation Camp 

As a joint venture of the NSS Unit of Chathannoor, SN college and All Kerala Blood 

Donors Society, Govt. Medical College Kollam, a blood donation camp was conducted in 

the college campus on 22/2/22 at 9.30 am. Over a 100 students volunteered to donate their 

blood. From those students, after screening, blood was collected from 50 of them. The 

program was led by the NSS POs Nisha TV, Resmi K, the doctors, nurses and volunteers 

of Medical College, Kollam. The blood donation camp was a grand success. 

 
Brochure for the Blood Donation Camp 

 
Blood Donation Camp on progress 
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8. Palliative Care Programme 

As part of Palliative care programme of Kerala University we extended our palliative care 

activities in adopted village elaborately. As per the survey conducted by the NSS volunteers we 

identified the people who need palliative care support. The palliative care programme of this year 

was inaugurated by College principal Dr. MS Latha in the presence of ward member, teachers and 

students. We gave medical and palliative care assistance to the selected families. We got help from 

Asha worker to identify the most needy people. As per their needs we provide Wheelchairs, 

Waterbed, Cotton, adult diapers and other palliative care assistance. 
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Palliative Care Activities 

 

 

Newspaper Report on the Palliative Care Activities 
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9. Flood relief activities 

 

Flood relief activities and fund contribution done by NCC Unit and NSS 14 August 2019. 30 cadets 

and NCC officer and NSS volunteers were participated. The volunteers actively took part in the 

flood relief activities. The volunteers collected many items for the people in flood affected areas, 

both from houses near the college, and from the shops. The students and teachers of our college 

contributed generously to this collection venture. We could sponsor four school students in the 

flood affected area with the collected money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


